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Abstract: The article analyses the significant features of the well-known novel 

of English romantic literature in the 19th century “Pride and Prejudice’’ by Jane 

Austen. The article aims to provide the reader with some relevant aspects of the novel 

due to the important sides of today’s society. Pride and Prejudice's exploration of 

love, marriage, and gender roles continues to captivate readers, making it a timeless 

piece of literature.  It also highlights the importance of female agency and 

individuality in society. Masterful love and hatred quotes are emphasized in the 

article. 
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The history of English literature is itself like a well-written novel or drama. 

Events build on one another, as each new wave of writers impacts both the overall 

body of work and the subsequent efforts of other writers. There are unexpected twists 

and turns, as the styles and subject matter of English literature have sometimes 

rebelled against existing conventions or simply moved in unprecedented directions. 

Finally, as with any good story, the pace of action in English literature has seemed to 

accelerate over time, with the most recent two centuries representing an era of 

prolific productivity and creativity. This volume explores representative authors and 

movements of the 19th and 20th centuries. Many beloved works of English literature 

have been produced in this period. Because this flowering of poetry, prose, and 

drama continues to the present day, readers of this book will come away with not just 

a sense of this literature’s history, but an appreciation for the ongoing literary 

environment in which they live.[1,9] 

There are several renowned romance novels from the 19th century in literature 

English that you might find interesting. Here are a few notable ones: 

1. "Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen (1813) This novel follows the 

tumultuous relationship between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, exploring themes 

of love, societal expectations, and personal growth. 

2. "Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Brontë (1847): This novel tells the story of  Jane 

Eyre, an orphaned governess, and her passionate relationship with Mr. Rochester. It 

delves into themes of love, independence, and the struggle for identity. 

3. "Wuthering Heights" by Emily Brontë (1847): This intense and dark novel 

revolves around the passionate and destructive love affair between Catherine 

Earnshaw and Heathcliff. It explores themes of obsession, revenge, and the 

complexities of love. 

4. "Sense and Sensibility" by Jane Austen (1811): This novel follows the 

Dashwood sisters, Elinor and Marianne, as they navigate love and societal 
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expectations. It contrasts the characters' differing approaches to love and 

relationships. 

5. "Far from the Madding Crowd" by Thomas Hardy (1874): Set in rural 

England, this novel explores the love triangle between Bathsheba Everdene, Gabriel 

Oak, and Sergeant Francis Troy. It examines themes of love, fate, and the 

consequences of one's choices. 

These are just a few examples of notable romance novels from the 19th 

century. Each offers a unique perspective on love, relationships, and the social 

dynamics of the time.  

Pride and Prejudice, written by Jane Austen and published in 1813, is widely 

regarded as one of the most influential and important novels in English literature. Set 

in the early 19th century, the novel explores themes of social class love, and gender 

roles through the intricate relationships of its characters. This essay aims to delve into 

the significant role Pride and Prejudice has played in shaping English literature, 

examining its impact on the development of the novel as a genre, its portrayal of 

social satire, and its enduring relevance in contemporary society. 

Development of the Novel as a Genre: 

Pride and Prejudice contributed to the development of the novel as a genre, 

particularly in terms of its realistic portrayal of everyday life and its focus on 

character development. Austen's realistic depiction of the Bennet family and their 

interactions within the social hierarchy of 19th-century England revolutionized the 

way novels were written. By emphasizing the everyday experiences of ordinary 

people, Austen paved the way for subsequent writers to explore the complexities of 

human relationships and societal norms. The novel also introduced a new level of 

psychological depth to characters, allowing readers to understand their motivations, 

desires, and internal struggles. This groundbreaking approach to character 

development greatly influenced future novelists, making Pride and Prejudice a 

cornerstone in the evolution of the genre. 

Social Satire and Critique: 

Another vital aspect of Pride and Prejudice's role in English literature is its 

adept use of social satire. Austen's sharp wit and keen observations of the societal 

norms and conventions of her time are evident throughout the novel. By satirizing the 

rigid class structure, the obsession with wealth and status, and the limited options 

available to women, Austen critiqued the social order of her era. Through characters 

like Mr. Collins, Lady Catherine de Bourgh, and Mrs. Bennet, she exposes the flaws 

and absurdities of the upper-class society. This satirical approach not only entertained 

readers but also offered a critique of the prevailing social values, serving as a catalyst 

for social change. Pride and Prejudice's satirical elements have since become a staple 

in English literature, inspiring subsequent authors to use humor and irony to comment 

on societal issues. 

Enduring Relevance: 

Despite being set in the early 19th century, Pride and Prejudice's themes and 

messages continue to resonate with contemporary readers. 
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The novel's exploration of love, marriage, and the complexities of human 

relationships remains universally relatable. Austen's portrayal of strong-willed, 

independent female characters like Elizabeth Bennet challenges traditional gender 

roles and offers a powerful feminist perspective. The enduring popularity of Pride 

and Prejudice is evident in its numerous adaptations into film, television, and theater, 

showcasing its timeless appeal. 

Pride and Prejudice holds a significant place in English literature due to its 

contributions to the development of the novel as a genre, its skillful use of social 

satire, and its enduring relevance in contemporary society. Austen's realistic portrayal 

of everyday life and her emphasis on character development set a new standard for 

future novelists. The novel's social critique and satirical elements shed light on the 

flaws and absurdities of the era's societal norms. Moreover, Pride and Prejudice's 

exploration of love, marriage, and gender roles continues to captivate readers, making 

it a timeless piece of literature. As such, Pride and Prejudice remains a cornerstone of 

English literature, influencing and inspiring generations of writers and readers alike. 

In Jane Austen's novel Pride and Prejudice, there are several significant 

features related to gender identity. Here you can identify a few of them. 

1. Social Expectations: The novel explores the rigid social expectations placed 

on women in the 19th century. Women were expected to be submissive, obedient, 

and focused on finding a suitable husband. The characters of Elizabeth Bennet and 

her sisters challenge these expectations by exhibiting intelligence, wit, and 

independent thinking. 

2. Marriage as a Means of Social Advancement: Gender roles are highlighted 

through the emphasis on marriage as a way for women to improve their social 

standing. Many female characters, including Mrs. Bennet, are obsessed with finding 

suitable husbands for their daughters to secure their future financial stability and 

social status. 

3. Female Agency: Despite societal constraints, Austen portrays female 

characters who exercise agency and make their own choices. Elizabeth Bennet, in 

particular, rejects the pressure to marry solely for financial security and instead seeks 

a partner who respects and values her for who she is. 

4. Double Standards: The novel also highlights the double standards between 

men and women. Men, such as Mr. Darcy, are given more freedom to pursue their 

desires and make their own choices, while women are expected to be passive and 

compliant. 

5. Satire and Critique: Austen uses satire and irony to critique the societal 

norms and gender roles of her time. Through her characters' experiences, she exposes 

the absurdity and flaws of a society that values wealth and social status over personal 

qualities and individual happiness. Pride and Prejudice challenges traditional gender 

roles and expectations, highlighting the importance of female agency and 

individuality in a society that often stifles them. 

The novel "Pride and Prejudice" by to Jane Austen continues have a significant 

influence on today's society. Here are a few ways in which it impacts us: 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2041-3963
http://universalimpactfactor.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BRITISH_VIEW.jpg
http://sjifactor.com/passport.php?id=22109


British View ISSN 2041-3963   Volume 8 Issue 8 2023  

Universal impact factor 8.528  

SJIF 2022: 4.629 

67 

1. Exploration of social issues: "Pride and Prejudice" delves into various social 

issues that are still relevant today, such as class distinctions, gender roles, and 

societal expectations. It encourages readers to reflect on these issues and question the 

prevailing norms. 

2. Empowerment of women: The novel presents strong female characters who 

challenge societal conventions and assert their independence. Elizabeth Bennet, the 

protagonist, is a prime example of a woman who refuses to conform to societal 

expectations and seeks a partner based on love and compatibility. This portrayal of 

empowered women continues to inspire and empower women in today's society. 

3. Importance of self-reflection: One of the central themes of the novel is the 

need for self-reflection and personal growth. Characters like Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth 

Bennet learn to overcome their pride and prejudices, leading to personal 

transformation. This message resonates with readers today, reminding us of the 

importance of self-awareness and personal development. 

4. Critique of superficiality: "Pride and Prejudice" critiques the tendency to 

judge others based on superficial factors such as wealth, appearance, and social 

status. This theme still holds relevance today, as society often places undue 

importance on external factors. The novel encourages readers to look beyond 

superficiality and value individuals for their true worth. 

5. Enduring love story: The love story between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. 

Darcy has captivated readers for centuries. Its portrayal of a complex and evolving 

relationship, overcoming misunderstandings and societal barriers, continues to 

resonate with audiences today. It reminds us of the enduring nature of love and the 

importance of looking beyond first impressions. 

"Pride and Prejudice" remains influential in today's society due to its 

exploration of social issues, empowerment of women, emphasis on self-reflection, 

critique of superficiality, and its timeless love story. It continues to inspire readers to 

question societal norms, seek personal growth, and value individuals for their true 

character. 

Jane Austen's novel, Pride and Prejudice, explores the complex and intertwined 

themes of love and hatred. Through the use of insightful quotes, Austen delves into 

the various manifestations of these emotions, highlighting their transformative power 

and the consequences they hold for individuals and society. This essay will examine 

selected quotes from the novel to shed light on the multifaceted nature of love and 

hatred, and their profound impact on the characters and their relationships. 

Love Quotes: 

1. "You must allow me to tell you how ardently I admire and love you.’’ - Mr. 

Darcy [2,218] 

This quote, spoken by Mr. Darcy to Elizabeth Bennet, epitomizes the 

transformative power of love. Initially, Darcy's pride and prejudice cloud his 

judgment, leading him to make hasty and dismissive judgments about Elizabeth and 

her family. However, his love for her compels him to overcome these prejudices, 

resulting in a profound change in his character. 
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2. "I cannot fix on the hour, or the spot, or the look or the words, which laid 

the foundation. It is too long ago. I was in the middle before I knew that I had 

begun." - Mr. Darcy [2,394] 

This quote reflects the gradual and subtle nature of love. Darcy's realization of 

his love for Elizabeth occurs incrementally, without a specific moment of epiphany. 

Austen emphasizes that love can emerge unexpectedly, and its transformative power 

may take time to fully manifest. 

3. "I have been meditating on the very great pleasure which a pair of fine eyes 

in the face of a pretty woman can bestow." - Mr. Darcy [2,63] 

This quote reveals the initial shallowness of Darcy's attraction to Elizabeth. It 

highlights the distinction between infatuation and genuine love, suggesting that love 

requires a deeper connection beyond mere physical appearance. Austen uses this 

quote to demonstrate the growth and maturation of Darcy's character throughout the 

novel. 

Hatred Quotes: 

1. "She is tolerable, but not handsome enough to tempt me." - Mr. Darcy [2,48] 

This quote showcases Darcy's initial prejudice and arrogance, as he dismisses 

Elizabeth based solely on her physical appearance. Austen uses this quote to illustrate 

the destructive power of prejudice and how it can hinder meaningful connections and 

relationships. 

2. "I could easily forgive his pride if he had not mortified mine." - Elizabeth 

Bennet [2,56] 

Elizabeth's remark comprises the resentment and dislike she feels due towards 

Darcy to his initial haughtiness and condescension. This quote reveals the reciprocal 

nature of hatred, as Elizabeth's own pride is wounded by Darcy's behavior. Austen 

employs this quote to highlight the destructive consequences of unresolved 

animosity. 

3. "I have no pleasure in talking to undutiful children. 

Not that I have much pleasure, indeed, in talking to anybody." - Lady 

Catherine de Bourgh [2,145] 

This quote embodies the disdain and superiority that Lady Catherine de Bourgh 

displays towards those she perceives as beneath her. Austen uses this quote to 

exemplify the destructive nature of hatred and the negative impact it has on 

interpersonal relationships. 

Pride and Prejudice masterfully explores the themes of love and hatred through 

its profound and insightful quotes. Jane Austen's characters evolve and grow as they 

navigate the complexities of these emotions, highlighting the transformative power of 

love and the consequences destructive of hatred. By examining these quotes, readers 

gain a deeper understanding of the multifaceted nature of human emotions and the 

significance of overcoming prejudice and embracing love in fostering meaningful 

relationships. 
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