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The place of Uhud and Khandaq Ghazat in the history of Islam
D.T. Mirzalieva Researcher of the International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan

Basic phrases: Qur'an, prophet, Uhud, Khandagq, mushrik, Dar an-Nadwa, Aws,
Hazraj, tafsir.

After the defeat at Badr, Quraysh became eager to take revenge on the Muslims
in the month of Shawwal of the 3rd Hijri year (March 21, 625 AD). They gathered an
army of 3 thousand people and called the neighboring Arabs to provide it well. The
army had 700 armored cavalry, 200 horses, and 3000 camels. A group of women led
by Abu Sufyan's wife Hind also accompanied the army®. The uncles of the Prophet
(s.a.w.) Abbas kept informed about the events happening in Makkah. When it became
known that the army was gathering, the Companions were immediately called for a
consultation. It discussed the issues of protecting the city from the inside or the
outside. Ibn Ubayy, based on the experience of his ancestors, suggested gathering
everyone in a central fortress, placing women and young children in fortifications
above the city wall, and confronting the enemy in the narrow streets. Muhammad
(s.a.w.) was in favor of fighting a defensive battle?. But the curious young people
who participated in Badr suggested that the battle should be fought outside the city.
After that, a 1,000-strong Muslim army settled in Qanot valley in the evening, and in
the next morning in the north-west of Ainn mountain, facing the Meccans.
Muhammad (pbuh) left Madinah leaving Abdullah Umm Maktum in his place. But
on the way, the leader of the hypocrites, Abdullah ibn Ubayy, returned with his 300
men, using the excuse that Medina was unprotected®. It is mentioned in the verses
166 and 167 of Surah Al-Imran of the Qur'an: "On the day when the two (military)
divisions (of you and the polytheists of Makkah) clashed (in the Battle of Uhud), the
calamity (defeat) that befell you was certainly by the permission (will) of Allah
(happened) and it was also to identify the true believers and to "know" the hypocrites.
He said to them: "Come, fight in the way of God or repel (the enemy)!" - they said:
"If we had known that there would be a (serious) war, we would have followed you."
On that day they were closer to disbelief than to faith. They speak with their mouths
what is not in their hearts. And Allah knows best what he conceals™; "(O
Muhammad!) Remember when you left your families in the morning and placed the
believers on the battlefields! God is All-Hearing and All-Knowing"; and in the verses
121, 122 of the above surah, "Two groups of you began to whisper (in the battle of
Uhud), but Allah was their protector. Let the believers put their trust in God alone (at

! Vemon Keckn yemu. Cusipn Habuit (Xasparu [aiirambapausr xaéti). — Ankapa, 1995. — Bb. 72.; Xacanos A.,
Apunosa 3., [llakuposa 3., Mup3zanuesa JI. nk ucaoM TapuxuHuHr 3aMoHaBui TankuHu. — T. 2011. — B. 84.

2 XacaHos A., Apurnosa 3., Hlakuposa 3., Mup3anuesa [I. nk ucnoM TapuxuHUHT 3aMOHaBui TankuHu. — T. 2011. —
b. 84.

® Ocman Hypu Ton6aum. Mcropus npopokos-5. [Ipopoxk Myxamman Mycraga-2. — C. 95

*KypBhOHH KapiM MabHOIAPHHHUHT TapxkuMa Ba Tadcupu // Tapsuma Ba Tadeup myammudu A.Maucypos. — T:
Tomkent ucnom yuusepcurery, 2009. — b. 72.
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this time)!" ° the verses in the content of which were revealed. Commentator
Abdulaziz Mansur explains that "the first category was the Muslims belonging to the
Banu Salama neighborhood of the Khazraj tribe of Medina, and the second - the
Muslims belonging to the Banu Horisa neighborhood of the Aws tribe"®.

When the Ansar asked in the battle of Uhud’, "Shouldn't we rely on our Jewish
allies?", the Prophet (s.a.w.) replied, "We don't need them"®.

The fact that the hypocrites separated from the Muslims and turned back was
in some way beneficial for the Muslims. Because it was not without possibility that
they would betray the Muslims during the battle, and it was inevitable that they
would have a negative effect on the situation of the Muslims in the battle.

After the hypocrites left the army, the Muslims lined up under 3 banners - in
the middle of the emigrants, and the avs and the Khazraj on the two wings. The
Meccans faced the same formation, but in addition they had a special cavalry unit. In
response, the Prophet (s.a.w.) organized a group of 50 archers and strictly ordered
them not to leave their positions under any circumstances. Such determination was
not in vain, because in the end the fate of the battle was decided by the lack of
discipline of these archers.

While inspecting the army before the start of the battle of Uhud, the Prophet
(s.a.w.) tried to prevent young men from participating by separating those who were
fit for battle. He also determined the location of the army in the battle of Uhud. The
fight in the middle started as a normal two-way singles fight. In a short time, the
Muslims were victorious in the battle with the enemies. When the outnumbered
enemy began to flee, some of the Muslims, who considered themselves victorious,
began to collect the spoils left on the battlefield. The archers also left their places and
did not listen to the commander's stern request and reminder of the prophet's warning.

Khalid bin Walid, who led the cavalry of the Makkans, took advantage of such
a convenient opportunity, went around the hill where the chief archers were standing,
Abdullah bin Jubayr, killed them, and attacked the Muslims with cavalry, who were
busy collecting loot. When those fleeing joined them, the Muslims were surrounded
by the enemy's army®. This is mentioned in verse 152 of Surah Al-Imran: "When you
began to crush them (infidels) by His permission, Allah was faithful to His promise.
Until you disobeyed and disobeyed the command of (the Prophet (s.a.w.) and began
to argue and show you what you liked (victory) (the victory was on your side).
Among you there were those who liked this world and those who liked the Hereafter.
Then He turned you (your victory to defeat) to test you and passed over your sins.

God is gracious to the believers™.

® KypbhOHH KapiM MabHOIAPHHUHT TapKiMa Ba Tadcupu // Tapsxima Ba tadenp myammipu A.Maucypos. — T:
TomkenT ucnom yuusepcuretu, 2009. — b. 65-66.
® Mascyp A. KypboHH KapuM MabHOIAPHHUHT TapkiMa Ba Tadcupi. —T.: ToukeHT neiiom yamuBepenteti., 2007, — B.
66.
" MajuHa SKHHUATH TOFMHIHT HOMH.
8 Axpam 3ué an-Ymapuid. Ac-cuiipa aH-HabaBuiiiia ac-caxuiixa. An-Manuna. — b. 288.
% [laitx Myxammaz Comux Myxamman FOcyd. Mcnom Tapuxu. 1-kuro6. — T. 2017. — B. 257.
0 KypboHH KapuM MabHOIAPHHHUHT TapkiMa Ba Tadcup // TapyximMa Ba tadeup myanmudu A Mancypos. — T:
Tomkent ucnom yuusepcurery, 2009. — Bb. 69.
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When the polytheists attacked, Hamza was killed by the warrior VVakhshii with
a spear. Abu Sufyan's wife Hind did this because she promised to free him from
slavery. Misunderstandings and riots between Muslims became more intense. On that
day, polytheists killed many Muslims. A group of polytheists tried to attack the
Prophet (s.a.w.).

When the battle became intense, Utba ibn Abu Waqgas threw a stone at the
Prophet (s.a.w.), wounding his cheeks and breaking his teeth. When the Companions
told him to pray for the polytheists, he said, "I have not been sent to pray for them,
but to call people to the right path.” Also, | was sent to sympathize with them,” he
prayed to God: "O God, my people are ignorant, they do not know what they are
doing. Start him on the path of truth"**.

It is known in history that all prophets prayed when their ummah suffered. But
only Muhammad s.a.w.) prayed to Allah to guide his Ummah to the right path.

In the battle, one of the polytheists, Ibn Qumaysa, shouted loudly that
Muhammad was killed. The Muslims were confused for a moment. Then the most
faithful Companions formed a tight circle around the Prophet (s.a.w.) who had a
broken tooth and head injury and protected him. When Abu Sufyan said, "Badr has
been avenged, that's enough,” the polytheists took it to mean "the matter is settled,"
and when they stopped the battle, they mounted their camels and left the arena
leading by the reins of the horses™.

The extent of the faith of Muslims was tested by the spreading of the news
about the wounding and death of the Prophet (s.a.w.). The Battle of Uhud was a
lesson in how to achieve victory, how to respond to enemy attacks, and how to avoid
defeat. "Don't be slow to follow the footsteps of the people” that lifts the spirits of the
Muslims who returned to Madinah! If you are suffering (from war), they are suffering
just like you. You expect from Allah what they do not expect. "Allah is the owner of
knowledge and wisdom" was revealed.*®

Although the polytheists won over the believers this time, they did not invade
Medina. Because they took the revenge of Badr almost equally. About 70 to 74
Muslims were martyred in the Battle of Uhud. 10 of them were immigrants, including
Hamza, the Prophet's (s.a.w.) uncle, 23 were from Aws and 40 were from Khazraj™*.

It was the first defeat and bitter lesson for Muslims. The Ansar were on duty in
the mosques throughout the restless night. From the next morning, Muhammad
(pbuh) mobilized only 250 Muslims who had participated in the battle to pursue Abu
Sufyan. When they reached a place called Khamra al-Aswad, they captured 2

! Ocman Hypu Ton6amm. Mcropus npopokos-5. [Ipopoxk Myxamman Mycrada-2. — C.100.

XacanoB A., Apunosa 3., [llakuposa 3., Mup3anuesa J[. Mk ucnom tapuxuHuHr 3aMoHaBuil Tankunu. — T. 2011. —
b. 84.
3 Kypbonu kapim MabHOIApHHEHT Tapxkuma Ba Tadcupu / Tapxkuma Ba Tadeup Myamtudu A.Maucypos. — T:
Tomkent ucnom yuusepcurers, 2009. — b. 95.
" Bonsirakos O. Ucropus xamugara: — T. 1. — M.: PBJIL, 1998. — C.115.
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Meccans and pitched a temporary tent there. 500 bonfires were lit to increase the
number of pursuers. After 4 days, he returned to Madinah®.

This event served to raise the morale of Muslims even if only a little.

60 verses of Surah Ali Imran are about the battle of Uhud. When Miswar ibn
Mahrama asked about the battle of Uhud, Abdurrahman ibn Awf said to him: "Read
the verses after the 120th verse of Surah Imran, and you will be with them as if you
were together in Uhud"*.

Uhud has a special place in the heart of the Prophet (s.a.w.). Throughout their
lives, they came to Uhud and visited the graves of martyrs there. In the battle of
Uhud, the believers were tested because of the weakness of their souls and their
desire for the blessings of this world. Disobeying the leader's orders turned the tide in
an instant. The mistake of a few was the punishment of all, and all fell into a
disastrous situation. In the battle of Badr, the companions obeyed the Prophet (s.a.w.)
unconditionally. In the battle of Uhud, their faith was tested, and the believers got rid
of the hypocrites in their ranks. Young and old fought equally. Even 15-year-olds
jumped into battle.

It should be noted here that after the battle of Uhud, Muhammad's position in
Madinalr; did not change, but he could have fallen among the Bedouin tribes around
the city™".

In conclusion, the defeat of the Muslims in the battle of Uhud led to the
realization of the highest qualities in them. When the enemy forces were gathering
and attacking Muhammad (s.a.w.), 7 people from the Ansars defended them fiercely
and became martyrs themselves. In this way, examples of great heroism arose. The
Muslims were relieved in this war with honor because the enemies could not find the
resolve to attack them.

In the 5th year of Hijri, Quraysh again organized a military campaign towards
Madinah. A part of the Nadir tribe, expelled from Medina and settled in Khyber,
offered to act together with the Quraysh in order to take revenge on the Muslims.
Waiting for a favorable opportunity, the Quraysh gathered all their strength and
raised an army of more than 4000 people together with the Ahabis*®. Other tribes like
Banu Asad, Banu Sulaym, Ghatafon, Qurayza, Banu Ashja’, Banu Murrah, Banu
Fazara joined them, and the number of soldiers was 10,000™. That's why this battle
was called the war of "ahzab™ (groups) in history. Based on the situation of the
Muslims at the Battle of Uhud, they thought that a decisive victory could be won with
an army composed of Jews and neighboring Bedouin tribes. Now the polytheists had
the opportunity to attack the Muslims both internally and externally.

X acanos A., Apumosa 3., Illakuposa 3., Mupzamuesa JI. VK HCTOM TapUXHHHHT 3aMOHaBmii Tankuam. — T. 2011, —
b. 85.

16 Myxamman uoH Ymap an-Bokunuii. Kura6 an-Marasuit. — XK.1. —B. 271.

" Bonsiakos O.I. Mictopus xamudara: — T. 1. — M.: TPBJI, 1998. — C.117.

8 Ocman Hypu Ton6amm. Mcropus npopokos-5. [Ipopoxk Myxamman Mycrada-2. — C.143.

19 Xacanos A., Apurnosa 3., Hlakuposa 3., Mup3anuesa [I. Ink ucioM TapuxuHUHT 3aMOHaBuH Tankuuu. — T. 2011. —
b. 86.
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When the Prophet (s.a.w.) heard about the attack, he consulted the Companions
about the defense of Madinah. Then Salman's suggestion that a trench should be dug
was accepted. In six days, the Muslims dug a trench 4 m wide, 2 m deep and 6-7 km
long in the northern and open part of the city. The women and children who remained
inside the city were placed in the fortress and defense structures. As the main strength
of the Makkans was cavalry, the fighting was limited to archery, resulting in almost
no casualties on either side”. Contrary to the fact that the polytheists surrounded the
area from all sides, the Muslims, who were surrounded by internal and external
enemies, won because they organized a defense with strict discipline. The "Battle of
the Trench" was the last major Meccan campaign against Medina. In this battle, the
city's food shortage was eliminated thanks to the many animals and products left over
from the pagans®'. There are many verses about this battle in Surah Ahzab of the
Qur'an.

O. G. Bolshakov concludes that: «"The marches until the 6th year of the Hijri
were to drive the herd, and the rest were to suppress the protests of the Bedouins. It is
noteworthy that none of the ghazats are related to the spread of Islam. The attacks do
not seem to have been to punish those who opposed Islam, otherwise there would
have been a reason for doing so. This leads to the idea that the spread of Islam was
done by inviting individuals and families, but communities were not invited. It is not
known that any valley outside Madinah became Muslim until the end of the 6th Hijri
year. The places where Islam spread were limited to a distance of 10-12 km south of
Medina. Muhammad (pbuh) did not achieve much in the six years after he arrived in
Madinah. But Medina became a completely Muslim territory, and the economic
situation of Muhammad (pbuh) was strengthened»®. G. E. von Griinebaum also
comments that "the Arabs did not feel the need to spread their religion or laws to their
dependency subjects" %,

In the words of European historians, if the Muslims were "attacking the
caravans", such problems would not have arisen. Also, when the goal of the Prophet
(s.a.w.) was to spread his religion through war or robbery, he was the first to force the
tribes around Madinah to accept Islam. That he was not in favor of war can be seen in
many things. For example, when the tribes of Adol and Qara turned to the Prophet
(s.a.w.) and asked him to give them a companion who would teach them the
principles of Islam and the Qur'an, he agreed. But the polytheists killed the Muslim
murshids on the way and sold two of them to the Meccans.**. The head of the Najd
tribe, Abu Bara, asked the Prophet (s.a.w.) for murshids to guide his tribe to the right
path. A delegation of seventy murshids led by Amir ibn Munzir went to the oasis of
Najd. When they reached a place called Bi'ri Mauna, Amir, the nephew of Abu Bara,

% Y61 Xumom. Ac-Criipa an-nabasuitita. — K. 2-4. — T.: [llapk, 2011. — B. 111.
2! Xacanos A., Apurnosa 3., Hlakuposa 3., Mup3anuesa [I. ik ucaoM TapuxuHUHT 3aMOHaBUM TankuHu. — T. 2011. —
b. 85.
%2 Bonpmakos O.I. Mctopus xamudara: — T. 1. — M.: TPBJI, 1998. — B. 143.
% (ou I'pronebaym I'.D. OcHOBHEIE YepTHI apaGo-MyCyIbMAHCKOI KymbTypsL. — M.: Hayka, 1981. — C. 34-35.

4 Myxamman an-Xynapuit: Hyp yn-akus. M. ConuxauHr apab Twimaad yruprad MaTH acocuaa O.Y CMOH
y30exuanamrupran. — T.: Uynnon-Kamanak, 1992. — b. 184.
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united with three tribes close to him, turned against the Muslims and massacred them

savagely. Only Amr ibn Umayya survived this tragedy. Although the Companions
were brutally killed, the Prophet (s.a.w.) did not wage war against them?®.

None of the more than twenty ghazats carried out by Muslims was aimed at the
forced spread of Islam. The above-mentioned bloody clashes took place in self-

defense of Muslims.

% Zakou Kynpana. Xa3paru naitramGapumus Ba ucioM auHu. Mkkunun kuro6. Maauna naspu. — T.:
«Mosapoynnaxpy, 2003. —b. 94.
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